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The belief in the unity and fraternity of mankind, further-
more, contained the germs of the modern ideas of freedom,
equality and solidarity. Their growth, however, was to some
extent slowed up by the teachings and practice of the Church.
The Fathers taught that God had destined mankind for freedom
and equality, but that the fall of Adam brought about a deprava-
tion of human nature which made necessary the introduction of
coercion and inequality, the rise of governments, legal differences
of rank and sex, war and bondage. It was the duty of the
Church and a Christian Government to overcome these con-
sequences of Adam's sin in the spirit of Christ. The State and
the existing social order, therefore, were regarded both as a
consequence of sin and as a remedy against it, and this dualism
in the teachings of the Church sums up her whole history. 'The
Church was forced to recognize existing powers and to use com-
pulsion herself, but the conviction that this was fundamentally
opposed to the spirit of Christianity was never quite absent. No
* demand was made for immediate abolition of inequalities, but
much was done to mitigate them and their gradual disappearance
was furthered. The position of women was decisively improved
through the insistence upon monogamy and female rights. In-
fanticide and exposure, or sale, of children, which were so frequent
with the Greeks, Romans and Teutons, were suppressed.1 The
Christian belief in the worth of every individual soul led to the
idea of inviolable Rights of Man which no State must infringe
as this would destroy its own moral foundations. The idea was
familiar to some ancient philosophers, especially the Stoics.
But in antiquity it never became the groundwork of the State.
Neither the Sovereign People of Athens nor Roman Emperors
scrupled to condemn citizens to death whose opinions they sus-
pected or whose fortunes they coveted, even men like Socrates
and Seneca. The "idea of the Sovereignty of the People, tooA
found support in the Bible, and the Huguenot and Puritan
enemies of absolutism drew many of their arguments from the
Old Testament.
5. CHRISTIANITY AND NATIONAL DIVERSITIES
Nationality, however, also implies a striving for individuality
and prestige, which have no value, or may even be evils, from a
Christian point of view. The biblical story of-the Tower of
Babel indicates that the diversity of languages and nationalities
1 Pope Gregory VII asked Archbishop Lanfranc to repress the custom of the Scotch
to sell their wives.